Ethnic Studies Review Vol. 19, No. 1

I wish LaBelle and Ward had made a more forceful defense of
the p resence of both ethnic studies and the multicultu ral p roject. Each
has its role to play; and each can be complementary. Eth nic studies
must be seen as an emerging paradigm shift in the social sciences and
h uman ities . As such ethn ic studies must continue to probe, construct,
and advance new vistas of knowledge about the experiences of eth nic
g roups and especially people of color i n the U nited States . This is a
p roject which by its very natu re will be confrontational and controve rsial.
This tension is healthy in the academy. It forces us-including eth nic
studies d isciplinarians-to reexamine our own bases of knowled ge, un
derstanding, and practice.
On this point, this book raises some crucial ly important q ues
tions emanating out of the national discourse regarding ethnic studies,
m u ltic u ltu ral i s m , and d ive rs ity. Some of these q uestions concern
multicultu ralism; what are its instructional objectives? Does the concept
p rovide cover for those hostile to ethnic studies? Is mu lticu lturalism
eth nic studies? Is ethnic studies multiculturalism? These are some of
the q uestions with which scholars in both ethnic studies and multicultu ral
and d iversity projects must g rapple, and prefe rably together.
This book serves i m portantly as the catalyst for raisi n g these
questions; this book challenges us to do some serious i ntrospection and
planning with regard to determining the relationships between ethnic
studies and multicu ltu ralism as i mportant dimensions of a n ational and
i nternational d iversity project. Therein rests the val ue of Ethnic Studies
and Multiculturalism.

Otis L. Scott
California State U n iversity

David-R. Maciel and Isidro D. Ortiz, eds. Chicanas/Chicanos at the
Crossroads: Social, Economic, and Political Change. (Tucson : The
University of Arizona Press, 1 996). 258 pp., $1 6.95 paper, $40.00
cloth.

Judging from the concerns shared by a majority of its contribut
ing authors, the dominant theme throug hout this fou r-part interdiscipli
nary anthology is the relatively few gains for Chicanas/os since the Brown
Power Movement of the 1 960s and 1 970s . A central theme in Part I
concerns the recent i nflux of Latin American immigrants , a rise among
the foreig n-born , and the conti n u i n g concentration of Ch icanos/as
amongst the unemployed , the underpaid , and the destitute despite their
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high labor force participation. Agg ravating these trends are recent na
tivistic measu res to restrict housing, schooling, and citizenship prospects
fo r Latin American immigrants and xenophobic media depictions of
Chicanas/os. Some of the recom mendations offered to combat a g row
ing Ch icana/o underclass include expanding educational and social p ro
g rams for young children/teenagers, assisting poor families, retraining
worke rs , and developing a p rog ressive immigrant policy that acknowl
edges the economic contributions of migrant wo rkers .
A n u mber of essays on Chicana/o politics in Part I I reveal the
trou bling persistence of political powerlessness, educational exclusion,
and language d iscrimi nation. The popularization of a pan-ethnic Latino/
H ispanic identity has empowered some Chicanos/as but has also fu
eled attacks against Latin American immigrants and U . S . -born Spanish
speakers. Denied funding by conservative ad ministrations in the 1 980s,
the leading Chicana/o advocacy g roups (e.g . , LULAC, NCLR) were com
pe"ed to seek co rporate g rants requiring them to articulate "within the
minority commun ity. . . the good will and mate rial achievements of the
corporation " (pp. 1 1 8-9) . Another significant development d u ring the
post- 1 970 years was the g rowing efforts on the part of Mexican regimes
to p rotect Mexican immigrants and to p romote Mexican cultu re abroad,
as we" as to cou rt Chicano/a political and business leaders.
I n Part I I I , the historians G uadalupe San M iguel and I gnacio
Garc ia examine the p resent conservative trend in el movimiento, its de
emphasis of indigenismo, and the rise of moderate midd le-class activ
ists . While San M iguel acknowledges thei r commitment to fighting as
similation and d iscri mi nation , Garcia laments their alleged disregard for
the fou nding p remises of el Plan de Santa Barbara. Although Garcfa
concedes the institutional barriers under which Chicano/a Studies p ro
g rams, facu lty, and students operate , he weakens his call for revitalizing
the field by ove r-generalizing, stating that that older scholars , students,
ethnic studies faculty, neo-marxists, and radical feminists have only a
weak g rasp of, or a token commitment to, Chicanismo.
The final part of the book concludes with two insightful essays
focusing on recent scholarship on Mexicanas and Chicanas. A major
conceptual advance in Chicana Studies , as noted by Adelaida R. del
Casti llo, has been the shift from studyi ng traditional families and ideal
sex-roles to the adoption of gender, ethnic and class theories. She chal
lenges scholars to re-examine the simplistic binary framework machismo
marianismo in view of the cultural flexibility that d rives gendered rela
tions in Mexican and Chicana/o culture. Beatriz M. Pesquera and Denise
A. Seg u ra su rveyed the attitudes of Chicana faculty and g raduate stu
dents toward the Women's Movement. Not surprisingly, they found that
Chicanas considered it insensitive to eth nic/racial/class biases and un
willing to add ress the sources of i nequality and exploitation. As a result
of conti nuing under- representation i n the women studies ran ks, where
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thei r work is often seen as d ivisive, the autho rs conclude, Chicanas and
other women of color face increasing difficu lties in seeking vital mentoring
and research opportunities .
Jorge L. C h i nea
Wayne State U n ive rs ity

Chon Noriega and Ana M. Lopez, eds. The Ethnic Eye: Latino Me
dia Arts. (Minneapo l i s : U niversity of Minnesota Press, 1 996). xxi i ,
289 pp., $ 1 9 .95.

In recent years , there has been an increased interest i n the relation
ship between the med ia arts and the Latino communities of the U n ited
States . A n u mber of i mportant books and essays have been publ is hed
on the s u bject, most notably Chon Noriega, ed. Chicanos and Film:
Representation and Resistance (Minneapolis: U nive rsity of M i n nesota
P ress , 1 992) , George Hadley-Garcia, Hispanic Hollywood: The Latins
in Motion Pictures (New York: Carol Publishing, 1 993) , and Gary D . Kel ler,
Hispanics and United States Film: An Overview and Handbook (Tempe,
A ri zo na: Bilingual P ress , 1 994) . I n fact, there have been so many books ,
edited collections, and essays published on the subject in recent years
that they are beg i n n i n g to bump into each other in d ramatic ways . A very
recent example of this is the re-publ ication in Clara E. Rod rig uez, ed.
La tin Looks: (Boulder, Co lo rado : Westview P ress, 1 997) of L i l l i a n
J imenez's 1 993 essay "Moving from t h e Margin t o the Cente r: Puerto
Rican C inema in New York, " which also appears in this excellent, slightly
earlier collection of essays edited by Chon Noriega and Ana M. Lopez.
The Ethnic Eye: Latino Media Arts is i n fact limited mostly to a dis
cussion of film and video. The volume is divided into two sections: "C ritical
Mappi ngs" and " Close readings." As the editors note, the first section
" p rovides thematic h istories" fo r Chicano, Puerto Rican , and Cuban cin
ema, and fo r Latino gay and lesbian i ndependent fi lm and video , while
the second section "provides a series of close readings of individual
texts, d rawi ng upon d iverse c ritical disco u rses and historical sources"(p.
xiii) .
There are a n u mber of fine essays in this collection , most notably
Chon Noriega's own essay " I mag ined Borders : Locating Chicano Cin
ema i n America/America" and Frances N e g ron-Mu ntaner's " D rama
Queens: Latino Gay and Lesbian I ndependent FilmNideo , " which, as
the title suggests , cuts across Latino SUb-national catego ries to focus
on Latino gender and sexuality. Also quite valuable are the "close read
ings· of the films, multimedia and videos, such as "Stand and Del ive r"
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